192                         CLEMENCEAU
MYSELF: Fve begun.
CLEMENCEAU : A funny business that also. When
I think of my life. ... I have always been surrounded by
a lot of people who would very much have liked to see me
dead and who wished for my destruction with a kind of
mystic delirium.
MYSELF : Amongst your papers I found a play in which
you express some less melancholy ideas. It is called The
'Departure for Cythera* It is a manuscript which comes
from Compere's Typing Bureau. Fll let you have it.
CLEMENCEAU : Pouh ! It is just a joke. I also have
this play: The Pretence of Happiness* and another one,
The Strongest, which I adapted from my novel. I had had
several conversations about The Strongest with Porel3 in
order to get him to put it on. But Porel asked me to
shorten the third act. I tried, but I couldn't do it, I
found that everything I had put in it was necessary. Then
I gave it up. That's all Fve done in the way of playwriting.
MYSELF (taking some papers out of the portfolio) :   Yester-
1  Lf depart pour Cytbere, a comedy in one act.
Cast: Mme. la Marquise d'Erlon, 30.
M. le Comte de Sombreuse, 40.
Mme. de Boisvert, 50.
2vflle Dorothee de Boisvert, 22.
Mile Isabelle de Courvoisier, 60.
M. le Docteur Ferrand, 70.
Mme. Lelong, a companion, 60.
Rousseau, an old gardener.
The scene is laid at the Chateau d'Erlon about 1910.
It is a sentimental bit of work which takes pkce in high society and abstrac-
tions. The theme is whether marriage does or does not kill love. ' What! * says
the Marquise d'Erlon, * shall these hypocritical conventions arrogate to themselves
the right to rule our every act, our every word, to the uttermost limit of hypocrisy,
whilst that wondrous bloom, that veiled messenger of the supreme emotion, comes
to the portals of a new life, and even the most delicate soul retiring within itself
will see itself hurled to the coarse gossips of the streets ? *
Personally I prefer the Salemes speech.
2  Le Voile du Bon&eur was staged at the * Renaissance' by Andree Megard and
Gemier.   The music was supplied by Gabriel Faure.   The piece was withdrawn
after a few performances.
8 Director of one of the principal theatres of Paris,